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PRESENTING CARCC
​​​​​​​​​​​Your copyright works for you!
CARCC offers copyright licensing services for visual and media artists.

A collective serving artists

Founded in 1990 by CARFAC, Canadian Artists Representation / le Front des artistes canadiens, CARCC is owned by CARFAC and managed by the artists who serve on the executive committees of both CARCC and CARFAC.  CARCC is Canadian Artists Representation Copyright Collective Inc.
CARCC’s mission is to improve and protect its affiliates’ incomes through the licences it issues on their behalf.  Licences are contracts granting permissions for uses of an artist’s works – these might include exhibitions, reproductions, broadcast, internet uses.  The uses are defined and limited as to, for example, duration or number of copies.  The amount and terms of payment for the uses are also established.  Any negotiation necessarily includes the artist/affiliate, and CARCC will stand behind the licences it issues.

CARCC, through its agreements with other collectives, can provide the affiliate with licensing services internationally.  As well, again through its agreements, CARCC distributes royalties collected by, for example, copyright agencies that specialize in licensing reprography, the use through photocopying of published works by schools and universities.

Making it work

There is strength in numbers! CARCC represents some 850 artists/affiliates who have assigned their copyrights to the collective. CARCC negotiates licences for its affiliates with users that might include galleries and museums, artist-run centres, publishers, broadcasters.  Using the CARFAC/RAAV Minimum Fee Schedule as its guideline, CARCC works with rates that have been approved by artists across the country.  Its licences conform to standards set forth in federal Status of the Artist legislation.  CARCC is responsible for invoicing uses, receiving payments, and paying royalties to its affiliates.

What is copyright?

Defined in the Canadian Copyright Act, copyright belongs to the creator of a work.  If you create, you have a right to profit from your creation, unless you have signed away your copyright in writing.  Even if your work has been sold and no longer belongs to you, the copyright associated with the work belongs to you.  It is up to you the creator to use copyright, to know that it has value, and to know how to protect it.

The law says that no-one can exhibit, reproduce on paper, on a T-shirt, or on the internet (for example), broadcast, or otherwise exploit your work without obtaining your written permission. Many users will ask permission, ask you to sign, and never offer you a fee for the use.  There is no need to accept this situation.  Artists may charge for public exhibition (where the work is not presented for sale or hire) or any other use of copyright as defined by the law.  Artists may negotiate the terms of such uses.  CARCC can help!

Why join CARCC?
Some artists manage their copyrights very well themselves, and they know how much experience they have accumulated doing it.  They know how much work can be involved!  CARCC has a wealth of experience in all sorts of situations involving artists’ copyrights.  Affiliation with CARCC does not totally relieve the artist’s workload in managing copyright, but it offers a structured approach, advice, and support that can make licensing less of a burden and more profitable for the artist.

The benefits for artists, among many, include:

- income, including royalties that are paid only through collective societies
- legal protection of affiliates’ copyrights in the form of licences
- a means of locating affiliated artists so that their copyrights can be easily used

- putting the CARFAC /RAAV Fee Schedule to work as a guideline for the uses that qualify for copyright protection and as a standard for minimum copyright royalties
- advice concerning contracts, from the point of view of copyright protection.

CARCC will work for you!

CARCC will negotiate licences (or contracts) for uses of your copyrights.  It will also provide advice on the protection of your copyright in any other contract that concerns you, including contracts for exhibitions or commissions.  Negotiations are conducted at a professional level, with the extra leverage that a collective organization can provide.
CARCC will invoice the user and assure that you get paid.

CARCC will pay you any royalties that are due to you through collective payments, specifically reprography, and any other sources that may arise in the future.

CARCC will assure that you have representation for the use of your copyright within Canada, including Quebec, and in many countries around the world.

How do I join CARCC?

Anyone who has created a work of visual or media art, or who holds the rights to a work of visual or media art, such as inheritors of artists’ estates, may affiliate with CARCC.

The Affiliation Agreement is available on CARCC’s website, www.carcc.ca or by calling CARCC at the telephone numbers given below.  Please read the Agreement carefully, as it is a legal document and assigns the affiliate’s copyrights to CARCC.  Mail two copies of the Agreement to CARCC, along with a résumé outlining your professional activities as an artist.

CARCC will return one copy of the Agreement to you, signed and sealed.

Affiliation with CARCC does not cost anything, but CARCC, per the Agreement, may retain administrative fees on royalties it collects.  The Agreement automatically renews every two years, unless the affiliate withdraws – in writing. Unlike CARFAC, there is no need to send renewals of affiliation to CARCC every year.
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CONTACT

Janice Seline, Executive Director

214 Barclay Road 

Ottawa, ON K1K 3C2

Phone: 613-232-3818 

Toll free 866-502-2722

Fax: 613-232-8384

E-mail: carcc@carcc.ca

Web: www.carcc.ca
